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In remarks to the Economic Club in Detroit on May 18, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Adm.
William J. Crowe Jr., said that Panamanian commander-in-chief Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega
would eventually leave, "although not as quickly as we would prefer." According to Crowe, a
cautious approach to the Panamanian situation is necessary since any US action is likely to have
political repercussions throughout the hemisphere. He said, "The administration is walking a very
fine line in that regard and I counsel patience and tolerance...We will do what we have to do." Next,
Crowe pointed out that US interests in Panama extend beyond Noriega, including as well treaty
obligations concerning the Canal. Crowe has previously indicated his disagreement with certain
State Department officials that military force be considered a viable option in Panama, and has
expressed concern that US actions have been perceived in Latin America as outright interference
in Panamanian affairs. In an interview from Washington via satellite with foreign journalists,
Michael Armacost, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, said that a strategy of dropping
drug trafficking charges against Noriega is coherent because as a practical matter Noriega could not
be extradited to the US for trial. The extradition treaty between Panama and the US does not require
Panama to extradite its own nationals. However, as long as the indictments stand, in theory Noriega
could be extradited from a third country. (Basic data from New York Times, 05/19/88)
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